Ref. 5076-10E5C

September 15, 1952

Dr. Charlotis Colwell
Veterans Adaminkdtration Hospital
Hines, Illinois

Dear Dr. Colwell:

Your letter and culturas were on my desk when I returned from
my vacation Saturday.

Thank you very much for taking the trouble to go over your ex-
periment again. I have streaked cut the slante on mutrient agar and,
of course, promptly suw the XV for myself. We will go ahead now to
try to repeat yout techhique for making them. Might I ask for precise
directions on making up the synthetic medium? This seems to be the only
way we could be going wrong. We have been using MNQ aus furnished by
Genersl Blochemiculs.

Wis have picked up vne lsad that may be promising for other pur-
peees: MN,, und probably benzoquinuie slisu, have a selective effsct
favoring auxotrophic mutants very simllar to that shown by penicillin.
It is nct Lszpossible thut this is the undorlymg meche.nism for the
production of the SCV. ..

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



